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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
THE MISSION OF THE GENERAL INDUSTRY SAFETY STANDARDS COMMISSION IS TO PROVIDE THE LEADERSHIP AND VISION 
NECESSARY TO ENSURE A SAFE WORK ENVIRONMENT FOR THE PEOPLE OF MICHIGAN. 

 
THE COMMISSION INVOLVES EMPLOYEES AND EMPLOYERS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF SAFETY STANDARDS AS IT 
ENDEAVORS TO CONTINUALLY EXAMINE AND IMPROVE THOSE STANDARDS FOR PURPOSE, CLARITY, APPLICABILITY, 
ENFORCEABILITY, AND COST EFFECTIVENESS. 
 
OUR VISION IS TO BE A RECOGNIZED LEADER IN SAFETY FOR THE WORK ENVIRONMENT FOR THE PEOPLE OF MICHIGAN BY 
INCORPORATING THE CHANGING NEEDS OF NEW TECHNOLOGIES AND METHODS INTO OUR STANDARDS. 
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Agenda Item #1--Call to Order and Roll Call 
 
The April 18, 2007 General Industry (GI) Safety Standards Commission meeting was called to order 
by Chairperson Betcher.  A roll call was taken and a quorum was present.  Commissioners and staff 
introduced themselves to the audience. 
 
Agenda Item #2—Approval of Minutes for January 10, 2007 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Reamer and was seconded by Commissioner Borch to approve 
the minutes of the January 10, 2007 Commission meeting.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Agenda Item #3--Standards Section Update—Marsha Parrott-Boyle 
 
Marsha Parrott-Boyle reviewed with the commissioners the MIOSHA Strategic Goals for FY04-08.  
MIOSHA is in the early planning stages of the next five-year Strategic Plan.  Commissioners will have an 
opportunity to have input on the next strategic plan cycle.  Ms. Parrott-Boyle reviewed the backlog 
summary of standards currently underway and those awaiting revision and their order of priority in detail. 
Ms. Parrott-Boyle advised that CS-26 Steel Erection and CS Part 28 Personnel Hoisting in Steel Erection 
have been finalized and removed from the backlog list.  Copies were provided. 
 
Agenda Item #4--Old Business 
 
None. 
 
Agenda Item #5--Public Comment 
 
Mr. Jim Fisk questioned why public comment was this early in the meeting and may make more 
comments at a later time. 
 
Mr. AJ Hale asked if Hexavalent Chromium standard would include any requirements for exhausting 
outside of a facility.  Staff advised there was no requirement at this time and that may be addressed 
by the EPA or Public Health. 
 
Agenda Item #6--New Business 
 
a.  Part 74, Fire Fighting 
 
Chief Dave Peterson of the Michigan Association of Fire Chiefs requested that GI Part 74, Fire Fighting 
be changed as the scope of fire services has changed dramatically since this standard went into effect.  
His organization feels there is conflicting language in Part 74 regarding operation and apparatus. 
 
Mr. Paul Huffnagel, President of Michigan Professional Fire Fighters Union also requested that GI Part 74 
be revised to be up to date to reference current NFPA standards.  Also there are updates needed in the 
definition section. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Borch and was seconded by Commissioner Emery to open GI 
Part 74 Fire Fighting for review and updates. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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b. Part 39, Design Safety Standards for Electrical Systems--OSHA revised 2/13/07 
 
The commissioners received the Federal Register dated February 14, 2007.  After general discussion, a 
motion was made by Commissioner Reamer and was seconded by Commissioner Radjewski to revise GI 
Part 39 by adopting the revisions as published in the Federal Register dated February 14, 2007. MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
c.  Part 5, Scaffolding – OSHA’s Part 39 revisions. 
 
Staff reviewed with the commission changes that would need to be made to the scaffolding standard due 
to the changes being made in the electrical standard.  A motion was made by Commissioner Heim and 
was seconded by Commissioner Emery to revise GI Part 5 as noted and make other necessary 
improvements as needed to comply with the revisions as published in the Federal Register dated 
February 14, 2007.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Agenda Item #7--General Industry Safety and Health Division Update—John Brennan, Director 
 
Mr. John Brennan informed the Commissioners that to date in 2007 there have been 4 fatalities under 
GI’s jurisdiction.   
 
Mr. Brennan stated that GISHD staff is attending the safety conference and training being held this 
week.  The division is also working with CET on developing course designs for the MIOSHA 
Technical Institute.  The division is providing advanced training for the division’s Ergonomic Specialist 
who regularly attends Ergo Seminars.  Field inspectors are including ergonomic recommendations 
during all inspections where appropriate.   
 
GISHD has just issued a new complaint process and managers and supervisors were trained on this 
on March 29, 2007.  MIOSHA has issued an instruction regarding the Hexavalent Chromium standard 
that is patterned after the OSHA settlement agreements. 
 
Mr. Brennan also updated the commission on the Division's progress towards relevant strategies, 
performance goals, and partnerships/alliances. 
 
The General Industry Safety and Health Division currently has 27 Safety Compliance Officers, 22 Health 
Compliance Officers and 2 Field Investigators with the Employee Discrimination Section. 
 
Agenda Item #8--MIOSHA Update—Doug Kalinowski, MIOSHA Director 
 
Mr. Doug Kalinowski announced that The Department of Labor and Economic Growth has had a new 
director appointed, Mr. Keith W. Cooley from Project Hope, a recent recipient of a CET award. 
 
Mr. Kalinowski stated that MIOSHA’s budget is not directly affected by the budget crisis because of 
partial federal funding; but there are restrictions on spending any state money, including purchasing 
supplies, traveling and hiring.  General Industry is losing two word processors and one secretary due 
to promotions and a retirement. 
 
MIOSHA is continuing its efforts to do a better job of coordination between the two enforcement 
divisions and the consultation division through Connecting MIOSHA to Industry.  Work also continues 
on setting up the MIOSHA Training Institute.  The target date is to start in October 2007 and to add 
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an advance level in 2008.  There will be two different tracks, one for construction and one for general 
industry. 
 
MIOSHA has handed out approximately 9,000 comments cards and has received 1,000 back.  The 
responses continue to have a high percentage of positive feedback. 
 
Agenda Item #9--OSHA Update--Cynthia Hutchens-Smith, Lansing Area Director 
 
Ms. Hutchens-Smith advised that the most recently completed standard was for electrical 
installations, which was discussed earlier in the meeting.  She stated that OSHA issued Proposed 
Rules on Explosives in the April 13, 2007 Federal Register.  On March 16, 2007 a suit was filed 
involving developing and improving PPE and payment of PPE.  OHSA is working on developing an 
emergency temporary standard on diacetyl (popcorn flavoring). 
 
Agenda Item #5--Public Comment 
 
Mr. Jim Fisk stated he has a daughter who is a nurse and has obtained back injuries.  Mr. Fisk 
advised that he takes the information that he learns from the commission meetings and passes it on 
to others. 
 
Commissioner Reamer made a comment about the professors who were shot at Virginia Tech and 
asked how MIOSHA would handle such a situation.  Doug Kalinowski stated that MIOSHA does fund 
a grant program dealing with Violence in the Workplace.  John Brennan stated that MIOSHA is 
working on guidelines and instructions for enforcement staff to use. 
 
Agenda Item #10—Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for July 11, 2007 at the General Office Building, 7150 Harris Drive, 
Lansing. 
 
Agenda Item #11--Adjournment 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Pytlik and was seconded by Commissioner Heim that with no 
further business before the Commission, the meeting be adjourned.  MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
________________________________  ______________________ 
Mr. Dwayne Betcher, Chairperson  Date 
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